
  
November 7, 2013 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
It is an honor to write a letter of recommendation in behalf of Bridgette Patterson, a former 
student and fine writer. I met Bridgette for the first time during the 2013 spring semester at 
Brigham Young University–Idaho. She enrolled in my English 218 course: Introduction to 
Creative Writing. Since that time I have continued to follow her progress as a student in the 
Communication Department. 
 
As I have taught creative writing courses, I have noticed that some students have an abundance 
of writing ability and little work ethic. I also witness the opposite condition: great work ethic and 
little writing skill. Bridgette has both talent and self-discipline. In our class, she scrabbled 
through the writing trenches on a daily basis. At the same time, her writing deftly avoided 
hackneyed phrases and clichéd ideas. In the words of Richard Hugo, Bridgette can run the risk of 
sentimentality without getting sentimental. Moreover, as a student, she came to class prepared, 
full of smart questions and insightful comments that encouraged her classmates to take seriously 
the process of writing literature.  
 
Since Bridgette was returning to school after a number of years away from a formal, academic 
environment, her fellow students trusted her observations about literature and life. When she 
spoke, her classmates listened carefully. They knew they were hearing a voice of moral authority 
and experience. 
 
Bridgette exhibits a refreshing and eager humility in the classroom arena and in her approach to 
life. She does not don any air of false modesty. If she does not know a particular concept or idea, 
she seeks to understand it. She is teachable in the truest sense of the term.  She relayed this 
quality in both peer workshop and individual conference settings. Each time we met, she listened 
attentively to suggestions and criticisms, weighed various rhetorical choices, and sought for ways 
to improve her poems, essays, and fiction. Once she received feedback, she made the necessary 
corrections that ultimately enhanced her writing skills.  
 
Bridgette was easily among the top five writers in that class of 28 students. She read closely the 
literature under discussion, mastered the necessary requirements for each assignment, and 
commented carefully on the work of her peers.  In short, she was a model student throughout the 
duration of the course.  
 
Her careful attention to detail, her incisive questions, and her zest for learning will continue to 
benefit her academic and writing career. I have every reason to believe that her creative work 
will inspire many in the years to come. 
 
Thank you very much for your consideration of Bridgette and her skills. 
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If you would like additional information or if I can provide you with other assistance, please feel 
free to contact me. 
 
My very best, 
 
Mark  
 
Mark D. Bennion 
Professor of English 
BYU–Idaho 
Rigby Hall #108 
Rexburg, ID 83460-4540 
Tel. (208) 496-4368 
bennionm@byui.edu 
	  

	  


